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In a July 30 communique, the Honduran armed forces provided further details on the July 29 attack
on a military post in Mapulaca, Lempira department (Honduras). (See CAU 07/31/91 for previous
coverage.) According to the statement, a combatant pertaining to the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) tossed a grenade into the army cafeteria and fled. With the aid of a civilian,
Sgt. Carlos Orlando Orrellana pursued and caught the rebel, who had been mortally wounded
when the grenade exploded. The rebel refused to give his name, but said he belonged to the FMLN
and that the attack was aimed at procuring weapons. Before he died, the rebel told Orrellana he
was a FMLN commander and that he was accompanied by a Salvadoran from a refugee camp and
a Honduran. Orrellana reported that he returned to the army post. When he returned to the site
accompanied by other soldiers, the dead rebel had disappeared. The armed forces communique
asserted that it was a "well- known fact" that the rebels befriend persons in the area who protect
them, feed them and help them when they enter Honduran territory. In July 31 broadcasts by Radio
Farabundo Marti and Radio Venceremos, the FMLN denied responsibility for a July 29 attack at
Mapulaca. The Frente said the rebel military campaign was restricted to targets in El Salvador, and
that combatants did not make incursions into foreign territories. (Basic data from Notimex, 07/30/91;
AFP, ACAN-EFE, 07/31/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

